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The Laura Ingalls Wilder House was built with a series of additions to 

a one room house constructed by hr. and Mrs. Almanzo Wilder in ca. 1895- 

By 1896-97 two rooms were completed. Additions were made during the 

following years, the final one in 1912. (t'ir. and Mrs. L. D. Lichty, 

Curators of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Home, information in a letter to 

the Missouri State Historical Survey and Planning Office, June 20, 

1969.) The major part of the construction was done by Hr. Wilder. 

Building materials were from the surrounding farm, oak for the beams 

and boards, and fieldstone for the chimney and foundation.

The house today is a white frame structure of irregular plan. The 

walls are clapboarded. Only the original room and one small corner 

room on the southwest remain one story. There are two primary roof 

divisions, a north-south ridge roof with an extended eastern slope, 

intersected by an east-west ridge roof with an extended southern slope. 

There is a dormer window on the northern slope. Subsidiary roofs in 

clude the front porch, a shed roof on the north porch, a ridge roof 

covering the rear one story section and a small two-slope shed roof 

covering the one story corner room at the southwest corner.

There are three chimneys. One on the south slope of the primary roof, 

another on the south slope of the rear secondary roof and the third, 

the exterior stone fireplace on the north wall, which is centered on 

the gable end.

The front of the house faces west. The main block steps forward to 

the west. The central entryway has a porch with square wood columns 

at the corners supporting the three-slope shed roof. The low railing 

about the porch is sheathed with clapboarding identical to that of the 

house. There are double-hung sash windows on the first and second 

stories on either side of the entry with a single large pane in each 

frame.

Recessed from the west facade and projecting to the south are two 

levels. A southwest corner roofed room of one story and adjoining 

it to the east, a two story addition. One square window with one 

light faces west in the corner roon. One smaller square window with 

a single light on the second story facing west is identical to a 

series of nine aligned on the second story of the south wall at the 

same level. On the first floor of the south '-/all there are three 

sash windows with one over one lights. To the east of this addition 

and recessed north of the plane of the south facade is the one story
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The Laura Ingalls Wilder House is historically significant as the 

residence of Laura Ingalls Wilder, famous children's literature 

author. Beginning her writing career at the age of 65 in 1932, 

Mrs. Wilder wrote The Little House Series of children's books while 

residing in this modest homestead in Southwest, Missouri. The Little 

House Series tells of Mrs. Wilder's life on the frontier as her fam 

ily homesteaded in Wisconsin, Kansas, Minnesota, and South Dakota. 

The books, (Little House in the Big Woods, Little House on the 

Prairie, etcV)illustrate the struggles and hardships as well as 

the joys of pioneer life encountered by Laura as a young girl between 

the ages of five and eighteen (lB72-l885). Mrs. Wilder's books are 

now considered International Classics and have been translated into 

26 languages. ("Missouri Women in History, Laura Ingalls Wilder," 

Missouri Historical Heview, 6j:ltl7, April 19&9.)

Born near Pepia, V/isconsin, on February 7, l357i Laura Ingalls married 

Alnanzo Wilder on August 15, 1885 near De Sraet, South Dakota. 

(William T. Anderson, Laura Wilder of. Mansfield, 1968, p. 1.)

Because of drought and fires on the Dakota prairie, Laura and Almanso 

Wilder left their homestead and journeyed by covered wagon to Mans 

field, Missouri, in 189^. There they bought 40 acres of land con 

taining apple trees and a spring which they named Rocky Sidge Farm. 

(Laura Ingalls Wilder, On The Way Home, 1962, p. 77.) Within two 

years, Almanzo finished a one room frame house. Other rooms were 

added over the years making a total of ten rooms in 1912. The house 

was built by the Wilders entirely from materials on the farm; oak 

for the ceilings, walls and floors, and stones for the fireplace and 

foundation. (William T. Anderson, Laura Wilder of Mansfield, 1968, 

p. 4.) The house is now maintained by the Laura Ingalls Wilder Asso-- 

ciation of Mansfield, Missouri. (Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Lichty, Curators 

of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Home, information in a letter to the 

Missouri State Historical Survey and Planning Office, June 20, 1969.)



!te;MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -.-. \" v; ',:•:. ; I :i : , , : '.;: .;K:/:-yi ':,-.'• A* '-V: •;.?.:- ; :, : ;: > : '..: . ,. :

|fo

1. Anderson, William T. Laura V/ilder of Mansfield. Pamphlet, 1968.

2. Lichty, Kr. and Krs. L. D. Curators of the Laura Ihgalls '.v'ilder 
Museum, information in a letter to the 1'dssouri State Historical 
Survey and Planning Office, June 20, 1969. On file at the 
Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6, 1204 Jefferson 
Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.

t IDEOGRAPHICAL DATA ; ; ••"••:

————— —————————————— ——————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

NW ° ' " °

NE o . . o 

SE o . . o

'--. '-. :.,: ;,,, , - "" '''••-'•'' ••••>'-• : -•- , • '• •>•'.'•";•"• f-'°-''f:'fK

, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

37° 05' 58" 92° 33' 22"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: leES than t6H

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY : CODE

COUNTY: CODE

Ifl- FORM PREPARED BY : ; :^:: > '.-'-.' :- ; V 1 - ' .•.,<•,;:

NAME AND TITLE:

Charla A. Pif^ott, Research Historian
ORGANIZATION nissouri 3tate Park Board DATE 

State Historical Survev and Planning Office lanuarv 27, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

P.O. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building

Jefferson City,
[«.::: ST ATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

National [g] State n Local Q 

Name

Joseph Jaeger, Jr. 

Title Director, Kissouri State Park

Board, and Kissouri State Liaison 
Officer

"Date

STATE CODE

Missouri 6 txL01 2k
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register 

Date



Form 10-300o 

(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Missouri

Wright
FOR NPS USE ONLY

' ENTRY NUMBER

(Number ell entries)

6.
LAURA INGALLS WILDER HOUSE

Missouri State Historical Survey (state)

1969

Missouri State Park Board

P.O. Box 176

1204 Jefferson Building

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 Code:



Form 10-300o 

(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTf RIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Missouri

Wrieht
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries)

7.
LAURA INGALLS WILDER HOUSE

original structure. On the south wall of this structure there 

are two windows with a single pane of glass in each frame. The 

screened porch at the southeast corner continues across the east 

(rear) facade.

On the east end of the house are gabled ends of two asymmetrical 

ridge roofs ea.ch with an extended southern slope. One covers 

the one story structure, the other the two story addition. The 

east gable wall of the two story addition has two square windows 

(continuing the series from the south wall), a rectangular win 

dow with one over one light and a door to a balcony which no 

longer exists.

The north wall has three progressive recessions. The two story 

section to the west projects farthest north. It has a large 

stone fireplace with windows on either side at both stories. 

These windows are double-hung with a single pane of glass in 

each frame. Xhe center section has a dormer which breaks the 

north slope of the east-west (rear) ridge roof. The dormer has 

two sash windows, one over one lights.

The partially screened porch below has a lean-to roof. The 

easternmost section is the one story original structure. It has 

two windows with one over one light on the north wall.

INTERIOR

The interior plan reflects the irregularity of the additions. 

On the first floor are six rooms (the living room has a small 

adjoining library) and bath. The second floor has a hall and 

three rooms.

The fireplace is faced with three large stones found on the farm. 

Handhewn oak timber from the farm was used for beams, stairways 

and paneling.

The home is in excellent condition. The decoration is preserved 

as it was at the time of Mrs. Wilder's death in 1957.
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Mrs. Wilder received numerous awards for her writing achieve 

ment. In 19^2, she was the recipient of the Harry Harman Award 

given by the Pacific North-west Library Association. In 19^31 

she was awarded the Hew York Herald Spring Book Festival Award 

.and in 1955> the Children's Services Division of the American 

Library Association established the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award 

to be given to an outstanding author of children's books. 

Libraries are named for her in Detroit, Michigan; Pomona, 

California; and Mansfield, Missouri. ("Missouri Women in History, 

Laura Ingalls Wilder," Missouri Historical Review, 63:417, April, 

1969.)
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5. "Missouri Women in History, Laura Ingalls Wilder," Missouri 

Historical Review, 63:il7, April, 19o9.

4. Wilder, Laura Ingalls. On The Way Home. New York and 

Evanston: Harper and Row, 1962.



c

'Form 10-301 

(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

fffSNAME;

Wri^ht
FOR NPS USE ONLY

COMMON, Laura Tn^alls Wilder House

_____One mile e~ist of Mansfield on U.S. Business Route 60

o: 

I-

UJ 

UJ

STREET AND NUM BER:

Missouri 65704

3. MAP REFERENCE

U.S.G.S. 71/;' quadrangle "Mansfield"

1:24.000

1951

4, REQUIREMENTS: f

1. Property broundaries wrie^e required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.





W
I
L
D
E
R
,
 
L
A
U
R
A
 
I
N
G
A
L
L
S
,
 
H
O
U
S
E

C
O
U
N
T
Y
:
 

L
O
C
A
T
I
O
N
:

O
W
N
E
R
:
 

A
D
D
R
E
S
S
:

D
A
T
E
 
A
P
P
R
O
V
E
D
 
B
Y
 
A
.
C
.
 

:

D
A
T
E
 
S
E
N
T
 
T
O
 
J
E
F
F
.
 
C
I
T
Y
:

D
A
T
E
 
S
E
N
T
 
T
O
 
D
.
C
.
 

:

D
A
T
E
 
O
F
 
R
E
C
.
 

IN
 
D
.
C
.
 

:

D
A
T
E
 
P
L
A
C
E
D
 
O
N
 
N
A
T
I
O
N
A
L
 
R
E
G
I
S
T
E
R
:

D
A
T
E
 
A
W
A
R
D
E
D
 
C
E
R
T
I
F
I
C
A
T
E
 

(
A
N
D
 
P
R
E
S
E
N
T
O
R
)
:

#
5
3

W
r
i
g
h
t

1 
m
i
 

E 
o
f
 
M
a
n
s
f
i
e
l
d
 
o
n
 
U
.
S
.
 
B
u
s
.
 
6
0

T
h
e
 
L
a
u
r
a
 
I
n
g
a
l
l
s
 
W
i
l
d
e
r
 
H
o
m
e
 
A
s
s
o
c
i
a
t
i
o
n
 

M
a
n
s
f
i
e
l
d
,
 
M
i
s
s
o
u
r
i
 
6
5
7
0
4

0
3
-
2
1
-
7
0

0
4
-
0
3
-
7
0
 

0
4
-
0
6
-
7
0

0
4
-
0
8
-
7
0

0
5
-
1
9
-
7
0

0
3
-
1
1
-
7
3

D
r
.
 
B
.
B
.
 
L
i
g
h
t
f
o
o
t
 
- 
A
d
v
i
s
o
r
y
 
C
o
u
n
c
i
l

D
A
T
E
 
F
I
L
E
 
R
E
V
I
E
W
E
D
:



T
h
e
 
L
a
u
r
a
 
I
n
g
a
l
I
s
 
W
i
l
d
e
r
 
H
o
u
s
e
 
is

 
h
i
s
t
o
r
i
c
a
l
l
y
 
s
i
g
n
i
f
i
c
a
n
t
 
a
s
 
t
h
e
 
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
c
e
 
o
f
 

L
a
u
r
a
 
I
n
g
a
l
l
s
 
W
i
l
d
e
r
,
 
f
a
m
o
u
s
 
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
'
s
 
l
i
t
e
r
a
t
u
r
e
 
a
u
t
h
o
r
.
 

B
e
g
i
n
n
i
n
g
 
h
e
r
 
w
r
i
t
i
n
g
 

c
a
r
e
e
r
 
a
t
 
t
h
e
 
a
g
e
 
o
f
 
6
5
 
in

 
1
9
3
2
,
 
M
r
s
.
 
W
i
l
d
e
r
 
w
r
o
t
e
 
T
h
e
 
L
i
t
t
l
e
 
H
o
u
s
e
 
S
e
r
i
e
s
 
o
f
 

c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
'
s
 
b
o
o
k
s
 
w
h
i
l
e
 
r
e
s
i
d
i
n
g
 
in

 
t
h
i
s
 
m
o
d
e
s
t
 
h
o
m
e
s
t
e
a
d
 
in

 
s
o
u
t
h
w
e
s
t
 
M
i
s
s
o
u
r
i
.
 

T
h
e
 
L
i
t
t
l
e
 
H
o
u
s
e
 
S
e
r
i
e
s
 
t
e
l
l
s
 
o
f
 
M
r
s
.
 
W
i
l
d
e
r
'
s
 
l
i
f
e
 
o
n
 
t
h
e
 
f
r
o
n
t
i
e
r
 
a
s
 
h
e
r
 
f
a
m
i
l
y
 

h
o
m
e
s
t
e
a
d
e
d
 
in

 
W
i
s
c
o
n
s
i
n
,
 
K
a
n
s
a
s
,
 
M
i
n
n
e
s
o
t
a
,
 
a
n
d
 
S
o
u
t
h
 
D
a
k
o
t
a
.
 

T
h
e
 
b
o
o
k
s
,
 

(
L
i
t
t
l
e
 
H
o
u
s
e
 
in

 
t
h
e
 
B
i
g
 
W
o
o
d
s
,
 
L
i
t
t
l
e
 
H
o
u
s
e
 
o
n
 
t
h
e
 
P
r
a
i
r
i
e
,
 
e
t
c
.
)
 
i
l
l
u
s
t
r
a
t
e
 
t
h
e
 

s
t
r
u
g
g
l
e
s
 
a
n
d
 
h
a
r
d
s
h
i
p
s
 
a
s
 
w
e
l
l
 
a
s
 
t
h
e
 
j
o
y
s
 
o
f
 
p
i
o
n
e
e
r
 
l
i
f
e
 
e
n
c
o
u
n
t
e
r
e
d
 
b
y
 
L
a
u
r
a
 

a
s
 
a 
y
o
u
n
g
 
g
i
r
l
 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 
t
h
e
 
a
g
e
s
 
o
f
 
f
i
v
e
 
a
n
d
 
w
i
g
h
t
e
e
n
 
(
1
8
7
2
-
1
8
8
5
)
.
 

M
r
s
.
 
W
i
l
d
e
r
'
s
 

b
o
o
k
s
 
a
r
e
 
n
o
w
 
c
o
n
s
i
d
e
r
e
d
 
I
n
t
e
r
n
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 
C
l
a
s
s
i
c
s
 
a
n
d
 
h
a
v
e
 
b
e
e
n
 
t
r
a
n
s
l
a
t
e
d
 
i
n
t
o
 
2
6
 

l
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
s
.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' STATE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ,

i- NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLi 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

"0 (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with phot

LCES COUNTY

FC

Z V NAM& «: . :v -:,-;,;: •>; -• - , , ; ;: ... -. : : ' «:'. Vl..,..^"-.^.^; - : : ' . - " " ' • •<":;:• ; .;,,,

O

1- 2. t

U

o:
H-

00

:z 13- f

LLI 

UJ

COMMON: Laura Installs Wilder House
AND/OR HISTORIC: Sockv Ridps Farm

Missouri

Wri^ht
)R NPS USE ONLY

One mile east of Mansfield on U.S. Business Route 60

NWJi, SEJ4, Section 22 - Township 28N - Ranee 15W
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From the north, view to the southeast corner of the living room. The 
stairs and beams were constructed of handhewn oak timber from the farm.
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Frora southeast, view toward northwest corner of the living room. It 

was Laura Ingalls Wilder "s wish that the three large stones found on 

the farm be used as facing for the fireplace which is located on the 

north wall.
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Missouri 6570^ 2!i

CODE

229
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ESCRIBE VIEW. D l RE C TioN, ETC. From southwest, view to the northeast. Front 

(west) facade at left, south gable end wall at center. The west and 

south walls of the rear (east) section are right of the south s^ble end 

wall. Chamber inside the series of 9 windows is a combination bedroom 

and studio.
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li',/;.',, Sai, Section 22 - Tovmshio 2°?i - Ran^e 15W
TATE: CODE COUN

Missouri 65704 2k
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DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. From the west, view to the east. Front facade. 

The projecting main block was the last addition to the house, completed 
ca. 1912. The recessed one story structure on the south is a studio. 
Visible behind it on the south wall is the upstairs studio-bedroom.
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CITY OR TOWN:
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Kisoouri 6570^ '..'right
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EscRieVviEvi. DIRECTION, ETC, From north, view to the south. To the extreme 

ri.^ht is the porch of the front (west) facade. The fireplace on the 

gable end of-the north-south ridge roof was constructed with stones 

gathered from the area. Behind the screened porch are the dining room 

and rausic room. To the extreme left is the original one room construction 

the -present kitchen. _________________________________
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STATE: CODE COUN TY:

Missouri 6570^ 2k Wrieht
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CODE

229

PHOTO CREDIT: Ronald Walker , State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Board
DATE OF PHOTO: October 11, 19&9_
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1201* Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Kissc uri 65101
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From northeast, view to southwest. Mr. and Mrs. Wilder built the one 
room structure .to the left shortly after they moved to Mansfield in 
1894. Other rooms were added between 189^ and ca. 1912. The final 

addition was the two story addition to the extreme right.
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STREET AND NUMBER:

One mile east of Mansfield on U.S. Business noute 60
CITY OR TOWN:

N\vV-, SA'-'-, Section 22 -'Township 28N - Ranrre 15W
STATE: CODE COUN

Missouri 6570^ 2k
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PHOTO CREDIT: Sonald Walker. State Historical Sin
DATE OF PHOTO: October 11, 19o9 
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-vev, i-'i.SKnn'-i State Park Board

Box 176 
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DESCRIBE v.ew. DIRECTION. ETC. prom the east, view to the west. The one story 

room with the gable end of the east-v;est ridge roof is the original struc 
ture, now the kitchen with a screened porch. Chamber inside the second 

story with the gable end of the east-west ridge roof is a combination 
bedroom and studio, a later addition.
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